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Organic Seed Suppyling System of Some Major Countries

SUMMARY
Warren H.J. KUO (Deaprtment of Agronomy, National Taiwan University)

The organic regulations of the European Union, Unites States and Japan stipulate that
the planting material of the organic farm should be produced follow the requirement
of organic production. In the mean time derogation clause is available for organic
farmers who can not get the organic planting materials. In the European Union, each
member state should establish database for stake holders to search the availability of
organic seeds. Both in Europe and US there are some seed companies that supply
organic seeds. In Japan few seed companies supply organic seeds. Instead many
organic farmers produce planting materials within their organic farm. In United States
there are non governmental organizations that promote the activities of farmers’
saving seed. In the organic standards of Taiwan there is no requirement of using
organic seeds; using planting materials without chemical treatments fulfill the
organic standards. To strengthen the organic seed supplying system of the country,
the author suggest that besides helping organic farmers’ capacity building of saving
seeds, organic standards should be revised to include the requirement of using
organic seeds and its derogation, to establish an organic seed database, as well as to
delete to derogation clause of compulsory using non chemical treated seeds in due
time.
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1 Lammerts van Bueren, E.T. (2002), pp. 12. http://orgprints.org/2212/01/g36_h1.pdf
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2 http://tanaka.hort.ntu.edu.tw/traceability/public_browse.php?article_no=197

3 Lammerts van Bueren, E.T. (2002) Organic plant breeding and propagation:
concepts and strategies. PhD Thesis, Department of Plant breeding, Wageningen
University, The Netherlands / Louis Bolk Instituut, Netherlands
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4 Groot, S.P.C., \W. van den Bulk, W.J. van der Burg, H. Jalink, C.J. Langerak and J.M.
van der Wolf 2005 Production of Organic Seeds: Status, Challenges and Prospects:
Official Newsletter of the WANA Seed Network.
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> Leifert, C. 2001 Crop breeding for organic agriculture. Werner Vogt-Kaute,
Naturland eV, Kleinhadenerweg 1, 82166 Grafelfing, 3.61,
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6 f1#E5 (1) Council Directive 66/401/EEC of 14 June 1966 on the marketing of fodder
plant seed. (2) Council Directive 66/402/EEC of 14 June 1966 on the marketing of
cereal seed. (3) Council Directive 68/193/EEC of 9 April 1968 on the marketing of
material for the vegetative propagation of the vine. (4) Council Directive
70/457/EEC of 29 September 1970 on the common catalogue of varieties of
agricultural plant species. (5) Council Directive 92/33/EEC of 28 April 1992 on the
marketing of vegetable propagating and planting material, other than seed. (6)
Council Directive 92/34/EEC of 28 April 1992 on the marketing of fruit plant
propagating material and fruit plants intended for fruit production. (7) Council
Directive 98/56/EC of 20 July 1998 on the marketing of propagating material of
ornamental plants. (8) Council Directive 1999/105/EC of 22 December 1999 on the
marketing of forest reproductive material. (9) Council Directive 2002/53/EC of 13
June 2002 on the common catalogue of varieties of agricultural plant species. (10)
Council Directive 2002/57/EC of 13 June 2002 on the marketing of seed of oil and
fibre plants. (11) Council Directive 2002/56/EC of 13 June 2002 on the marketing of
seed potatoes. (12) Council Directive 2002/55/EC of 13 June 2002 on the marketing
of vegetable seed. (13) Council Directive 2002/54/EC of 13 June 2002 on the
marketing of beet seed 5 -

T WEERMEY) ~ RECAIEY) - BEYE  RHEY B EY)SE - 7 2002/53/EC, 13 June
2002.

8 Menzi M. and M. Anders 2002 Getreidesortenversuche unter Bedingungen des
Biolandbaus. Agrarforschung 9: 60-64.
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T A ER R (derogation) 55 AR I LARHRL » B RE HYM 7 SfERE Y A B 22 44 R
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R T S B S e IS SR A R e » N ABERIFRIP B iR fnfd AR AR H K
DR - AR ERLER b MR TR S

(=) 3 BT
WUAEEYIAEERT RSN S > BREFHRRELS T 2 AV -
BREEAE 1991 FEAVA A ERAIAER T » AR SHHEMHEE /D - HIgEE

% Thommen, A. 2003 Organic seeds and varieties: the market situation in Europe.
The Organic standard, (30): 7-8.

10 GRAIN 2008 Whose harvest? The politics of organic seed certification. GRAIN
Briefing January 2008. &, : http://www.grain.org/briefings/index.cfm?id=207

11 Council Regulation (EC) No 870/2004 of 24 April 2004 establishing a Community
programme on the conservation, characterisation, collection and utilization of
genetic resources in agriculture and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1467/94.

12 Commission Directive 2008/62/EC of 20 June 2008 providing for certain
derogations for acceptance of agricultural landraces and varieties which are
naturally adapted to the local and regional conditions and threatened by genetic
erosion and for marketing of seed and seed potatoes of those landraces and
varieties Text with EEA relevance.

13 Council Regulation (EEC) 2092/91 of 24 June 1991 on organic production of
agricultural products and indications referring thereto on agricultural products
and foodstuffs.
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B2 Rya et TSy B 2V HLREE » [EEAE 1999 47 7 H 19 HiE AR %
HHAFR B 2000 A EE£ F)] 2003 FEAFE - [Hh4) » Council Regulation (EC) No
1804/1999 & TRFA T BB AR AR IR A E N T Ry B IR U TE Y e A IR A
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14 Council Regulation (EC) No 1935/95 of 22 June 1995 amending Regulation (EEC) No
2092/91 on organic production of agricultural products and indications referring
thereto on agricultural products and foodstuffs

15 Council Regulation (EC) No 1804/1999 of 19 July 1999 supplementing Regulation
(EEC) No 2092/91 on organic production of agricultural products and indications
referring thereto on agricultural products and foodstuffs to include livestock
production.

16 Commission Regulation (EC) 14522003 of 14 August 2003 Maintaining the
derogation provided for in Articles 6(3)(a) of Council Regulation (EEC) No 209291
which with regard to certain species of seed and vegetative propagating materials
and laying down procedural rules and criteria relating to that derogation.
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Y http://www.organicxseeds.com/
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18 ZIGLEN - 2hEE( (2007) EREFA LB IEEZMN AR - FREELEYE (176): 83-89-

19 Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 of 28 June 2007 on organic production and
labelling of organic products and repealing Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91.

20 Commission Regulation (EC) No 889/2008 of 5 September 2008 laying down
detailed rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 on
organic production and labelling of organic products with regard to organic
production, labelling and control.
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21 http://www.organicxseeds.com/oxs/do/Login?paramCountry=188

22 Thommen, A. and O. Schmid 2006 The use of organic cereal seed in selected
European countries. Poster presented at Joint Organic Congres. Odense, Denmark,
May 30-31, 2006. p. 398-399.
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24 RER45E http://www.organicxseeds.com/oxs/do/Login?paramCountry=188 FfffYy
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2> http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/

26 http://www.pfaf.org/

27 http://www.kokopelli-seed-foundation.com/

28 http://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/hsl/

29 Schmid, O., B. Huber, K. Ziegler, L.M. Jespersen, J.G. Hansen, G. Plakolm, J. Gilbert,
S. Lomann, C. Micheloni and S. Padel 2007 Analysis of EEC Regulation 2092/91 in
relation to other national and international organic standards. EEC 2092/91
(Organic Revision Project Reports), D 3.2.
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30 Gaile, Z. 2005 Organic seed propagation: current status and problems in Europe. A
report to 6th FP SSA project “Environmental friendly food production system:
requirements for plant breeding and seed production” (ENVIRFOOD) and contains
information about current status and problems in EU regarding to organic seed
propagation.
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32§ 6508. Prohibited crop production practices and materials. (a) Seed, seedlings
and planting practices. Organic Foods Production Act, 7 U.S.C. § 6501.

33 7 C.F R.205.204(a)(1)&(2).

34 7 C.F R.205.204(a)(5).

35 7 C. F. R. 205.204(a)(4).

36 EEkEEFEE NN (National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service, f
T ATTRA)Z FHEEE ZZ + 1l 5.0 »(National Center for Appropriate Technology
FETE NCAT) 22t 2 BRI - FRALEEIETE NOP VAR &4 ~ Band Malae
Z5EEEREH » AL R B EH A5 E 2B A R R E 2 TR o At
http://attra.ncat.org/

37 National Center for Appropriate Technology (2003), pp.37-40. At
http://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/PDF/cropsworkbook.pdf
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38 http://www.extension.org/article/18338

39 http://www.amseed.com/newsDetail.asp?id=74

40 http://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/organic_seed/index.php
http://www.omri.org/seeds

42 http://www.seedsofchange.com/
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University ~ University of Wisconsin ~ Cornell University f547) & fi &5 (HEE £ »
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43 http://www.seedsavers.org/

4 http://www.plbr.cornell.edu/psi/

4 http://www.seedalliance.org/Who_We_Are/
46 http://www.historyyoucaneat.org/

47 http://www.nativeseednetwork.org/

48 http://www.nativeseeds.org/

49 http://www.southernexposure.com/

0 http://www.uga.edu/ebl/ssl/
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