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Organic Seed Suppyling System of Some Major Countries

SUMMARY
Warren H.J. KUO (Deaprtment of Agronomy, National Taiwan University)

The organic regulations of the European Union, Unites States and Japan stipulate that
the planting material of the organic farm should be produced follow the requirement
of organic production. In the mean time derogation clause is available for organic
farmers who can not get the organic planting materials. In the European Union, each
member state should establish database for stake holders to search the availability of
organic seeds. Both in Europe and US there are some seed companies that supply
organic seeds. In Japan few seed companies supply organic seeds. Instead many
organic farmers produce planting materials within their organic farm. In United States
there are non governmental organizations that promote the activities of farmers’
saving seed. In the organic standards of Taiwan there is no requirement of using
organic seeds; using planting materials without chemical treatments fulfill the
organic standards. To strengthen the organic seed supplying system of the country,
the author suggest that besides helping organic farmers’ capacity building of saving
seeds, organic standards should be revised to include the requirement of using
organic seeds and its derogation, to establish an organic seed database, as well as to
delete to derogation clause of compulsory using non chemical treated seeds in due

time.
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6 ‘J?F (1) Council Directive 66/401/EEC of 14 June 1966 on the marketing of fodder
plant seed. (2) Council Directive 66/402/EEC of 14 June 1966 on the marketing of
cereal seed. (3) Council Directive 68/193/EEC of 9 April 1968 on the marketing of
material for the vegetative propagation of the vine. (4) Council Directive
70/457/EEC of 29 September 1970 on the common catalogue of varieties of
agricultural plant species. (5) Council Directive 92/33/EEC of 28 April 1992 on the
marketing of vegetable propagating and planting material, other than seed. (6)
Council Directive 92/34/EEC of 28 April 1992 on the marketing of fruit plant
propagating material and fruit plants intended for fruit production. (7) Council
Directive 98/56/EC of 20 July 1998 on the marketing of propagating material of
ornamental plants. (8) Council Directive 1999/105/EC of 22 December 1999 on the
marketing of forest reproductive material. (9) Council Directive 2002/53/EC of 13
June 2002 on the common catalogue of varieties of agricultural plant species. (10)
Council Directive 2002/57/EC of 13 June 2002 on the marketing of seed of oil and
fibre plants. (11) Council Directive 2002/56/EC of 13 June 2002 on the marketing of
seed potatoes. (12) Council Directive 2002/55/EC of 13 June 2002 on the marketing
of vegetable seed. (13) Council Directive 2002/54/EC of 13 June 2002 on the
marketing of beet seed ff o

TOYNERLR] (P~ R R~ LA YR (RS (S fL 2002/53/EC, 13 June
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8 Menzi M. and M. Anders 2002 Getreidesortenversuche unter Bedingungen des

Biolandbaus. Agrarforschung 9: 60-64.
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® Thommen, A. 2003 Organic seeds and varieties: the market situation in Europe.
The Organic standard, (30): 7-8.

10 GRAIN 2008 Whose harvest? The politics of organic seed certification. GRAIN
Briefing January 2008. }. : http://www.grain.org/briefings/index.cfm?id=207

1 Council Regulation (EC) No 870/2004 of 24 April 2004 establishing a Community
programme on the conservation, characterisation, collection and utilization of
genetic resources in agriculture and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1467/94.

12 commission Directive 2008/62/EC of 20 June 2008 providing for certain
derogations for acceptance of agricultural landraces and varieties which are
naturally adapted to the local and regional conditions and threatened by genetic
erosion and for marketing of seed and seed potatoes of those landraces and
varieties Text with EEA relevance.

3 Council Regulation (EEC) 2092/91 of 24 June 1991 on organic production of
agricultural products and indications referring thereto on agricultural products
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4" Council Regulation (EC) No 193595 of 22 June 1995 amending Regulation (EEC) No
2092/91 on organic production of agricultural products and indications referring
thereto on agricultural products and foodstuffs

> Council Regulation (EC) No 1804/1999 of 19 July 1999 supplementing Regulation
(EEC) No 2092/91 on organic production of agricultural products and indications
referring thereto on agricultural products and foodstuffs to include livestock
production.

6 Commission Regulation (EC) 1452/2003 of 14 August 2003 Maintaining the
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9 Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 of 28 June 2007 on organic production and
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